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. * ***** * 

MEMBERSHIPS IN THE HAT1ILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB FOR 1978 - 1979 ARE NOW DU E 

A new membership fee schedule to be effective from Sept. 1, 1978 was adopt¬ 
ed by the membership at large at the general meeting on March 13, 1978. The new 
fee schedule is as follows: Life - $200.00; Contributing - $20.00; Active - $10.00; 
Joint -(husband & wife) $12.00; Student (combined with the previous Junior cat¬ 
egory) - $3.00; & Corresponding (residing over 20 miles frOrn Hamilton) - $5.00. 
Senior Citizens may join at the old rates of $5.00 for Active and $6.00 for 
Joint, if they wish. 

For further information contact our new Membership Secretary , Miss Phyllis 
Vair, 1854 Main St. West, Apt. #514, Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1H8 (Phone 529-4784). 

Meetings are held monthly September to May inclusive. The WOOD DUCK is pub¬ 
lished 9 times yearly, and is. mailed free to members. The Club is dedicated to 
serve members and stimulate public interest in the appreciation, study, and con¬ 
servation of our native heritage. 


* * * * NOW _ IN O UR SIXTIETH YEAR * * * * 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB EXECUTIVE , 1978-1979 


President - Mr. Robert Curry, 92 Hostein Dr., Ancaster, Ontario L96 2S7 
Past President,Mr. James Dowall, 29 Emerson St., Hamilton, Ont. LoS 2X2 


*lst Vice Pres. 

2nd Vice Pres. & 
Programme 
Treasurer 
Secretary 

Directors - 
^Membership 
*Publiclty 
Sanctuary ; - 

^Conservation 
Wood Duck Editor - 
Social 

Field Events 


Miss Hazel Broker, 52 Paisley Ave,, S.,Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1V3 

Mr. Ford Smith, 360 Torrance St., #708, Burlington,Ont. L7R 2R9 
Dr, Wm. Schlatter, 44 Cait Court, Ancaster,Ont. L9G 1M4 
Mrs, Ruth Summers,675 Cedar Ave.,Burlington, Ont. L7T 2R6 


Miss Phyllis Vair, 1854 Main St,W,,#514,Hamilton,Ont. L8S 1H8 
Mr. Wm, A, Tindale, R.R.#2, Campbellville, Ont. LOP 1B9 
Mrs. Marion Shivas, 18 Rowanwood Ave. ,Dundas,0nt, L9H 4E1 
Mr, Bruce Duncan, Box. 512, Caledonia,Ont. NOA 1A0 
Mr, Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Rd., Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8 
Mrs. Barbara Reid, 2 Mayfair Court, Dundas, Ont. L9H 3P2 
Mr. Bruce Mackenzie, West Flamboro P.0. Ont. LOR 2K0 


* Indicates N e w Members to the Executive 


FR OM THE EDIT OR 

A 60TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR 

Welcome back to a new season and an exciting events program already planned 
by your new executive. This year marks the beginning of our diamond jubilee - 60 
years as an organized club in the Hamilton area - one of the first such clubs to 
be.started in Ontario, 


In recognition of this event, your club is forming a Diamond Jubilee Committe* 
for which Miss Hazel Broker has kindly offered to take the Chairmanship. A special 
edition of the Wood Duck is being planned for the April 1979 number and we would 
welcome any contributions relevant to this occasion, particularly writeups about 
club events and peaces, historical notes or anecdotes from some of our long-time 
members on "the way things were", or worthwhile projects and ideas to guide future 
clubs. What have we lost and what have we gained in 60 years? Let's hear from you. 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

September is renewal time. As you will notice, we have had to increase our 
fees to keep up with rising costs over the past several years. If you haven't yet 
sent in your cheque please do so without delay. Accounts more than 90 days overdue 
will be dropped from the list. 

For more information on membership, see the front cover or contact our mem¬ 
bership Secr&ary, Miss Phyllis Vair, 1854 Main St. West, #514, Hamilton, Ont, L8S 1118 
(phone 529-4784) 


SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

"At the Annual General Meeting held on May 8th, Mr. George Myers generously 
donated a number of shrubs to be auctioned off during the evening. Owing to a long, 
but interesting meeting, there was not time for the planned auction and Mr, Charles 
Zimmerman purchased the lot with proceeds going to the Sanctuary Fund of our Club," 

A hearty thank-you to both members! 

WOOD DUCK CONTRIBUTIONS 

Contributions for publication are always welcomed. Please remember that 
the deadline for all submissions is the first of the month preceding the month of 
issue. Send all material to me, Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Rd,,Burlington,Ont. L7L 4V8, 

Once again, George North will be compiling the No teworthy Bird Records section 
each month. Please send in your bird records by the 10th of the month to George 
North, 857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont, L7T 3A3, or phone 634-5463, 


Your editor, 

Ron Hepworth 


******************* 

******* 
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WELCOME TO THESE HEM MEMBERS 


Mr. Gerald Blanchard, Bo:: 505, Hamilton, Ont. LON 3IC7 

Mr. Mike Furber, R, R. #1, Binbrook, Ont. LOR ICO 

Ms. Janet Cummins, P.O. Box 300, 225 Helina Ave., Winona, Ont. 

Mrs. J.S. Rolfe, 450 Vincent St., Woodstock, Ont, W4S 5M9 

Mr. & Mrs. P. G. Thoem, 52 Robinson St.S., Grimsby, Ont. L3M 3C4 

Mr. & Mrs. D. Pieth, 104 West 23rd St., Hamilton, Ont. L0C 4V4 

Ms. Anne Hughes, 130 St. Joseph’s Dr., Apt, c-4, Hamilton, Ont. LOW 2EG 

Mrs. J. Bishop, 131 Barclay St., Hamilton, Ont. LOG 1P6 

Miss Margaret Roper, 500 - 903 Mohawk Rd.,3.,Hamilton, Ont, LOT 2R7 

Mr. C.A. Hooke, 042 Forest Glen Ave,, Burlington, Ont, L7T 2L2 


EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 




MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


Date and Time 
Place 

Speaker 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 197C at S;C0 P.M. 

Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters Building 
6GC Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 

MISS CORA BARWELL will highlight the evening 
wi th 

;: A POT-POURRI OF MATURE 11 

Miss Barwell is a well-known nature photo¬ 
grapher and will present her program using 
two projectors and taped sound. Don’t miss 
this special slide program for the opening 
of our 197C/.79 season. 


SPECIAL ADVANCE NOTICE Please note that our next regular 
meeting in October will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 11,1978 
because of the Thanksgiving holiday* 


VISITORS WELCOME 


STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS 
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C LUB FIELD EVENT S CLUB FI EL D EVENTS C LUB FIELD EVEN TS 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER'10, 1973 at S;C0 A.M. 

Birds : Birds of the Hamilton area and others will be seen on their 
fall migration. Meet at the Dundurn Castle Parking Lot, Bring a 
lunch. 

Leader: Bob Westmore Hamilton 520-1575 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17,IS70 at 0:00 A.M. 

L. P.B.O, Bird Banding Workshop : Our host Dr. David Hussell will 
introduce us to birds close at hand at the Backus Conservation Area. 
Meet at the Mountain Plaza, Fennell and Upper James at 3:00 A.M. 
sharp. Pack a lunch. 

Leader: pr. David Hussell (519) 505-2909 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1973 at 0:30 A.M. 

Spooky Hollow Outing : Craig Campbell, our leader, on this hike has 
just completed an inventory of our Spooky Hollow Sanctuary, The 
highlights of this study should prove most rewarding. Meet at the 
Mountain Plaza, Fennell and Upper James at 0:30 a.m. or at Spooky 
Hollow at 10;00 A.M. Pack a lunch. 

Leader: Craig Campbell (519) 305-0932 
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Club Field Events (continued ) 

Directions to Spooky Hollow : Take Hwy. #6 through Port Dover to Junction of Hwy. 
#24 (from Simcoe). Turn left (South) on #24 and proceed % miles to 
sign reading "Normandale Furnace". Turn left on gravel road and follow 
around jog to bottom of hill. Entrance is on the right just past the 
small bridge. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30. 1978 at 9;00 A.M. - Crieff Bog Outing -(see page 5 at bottom) 
SUNDAY. OCTOBER 1, 1973 at 10 ; 00 A.M . 

Hawk Hatch : The Fall hawk migration will be in full swing and Dave 
Copeland will be present to assist the newcomers (even the old pros 
need some help now and then) in the identification of birds of prey. 

This is not a hike in the traditional sense so come anytime during 
the day for good hawk watching. Meet at the York Street Bridge(high 
level bridge). 

Leader: Dave Copeland Hamilton 383-5515 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1978 at 9:00 A.M . 

Fall Bird Migration : This may be your last chance to see some species 
until next spring. Meet at the Dundurn Castle Parking Lot. Bring a 
lunch. 

Leader: Kevin McLaughlin Hamilton 549-7057 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1978 at 10:00 A.M . 

Short Hill Wilderness Area: The fall colours should certainly add to 
this trip, Bruce Duncan, an avid naturalist, will lead the group on a 
hike in one of our oldest sanctuaries. Meet at Short Hills at 10:00 A.M. 
and bring a lunch. 

Leader: Bruce Duncan Hamilton 383-4972 

or Caledonia 765-3322 

Directions : Take the Q.E.W. or Mud Street and Fly Road east to Victoria 
Street (Vineland). Proceed south on Victoria to Metier St.(6% miles from 
the top of the escarpment). Left on Metier and proceed through North 
Pelham to Centre St, The Sanctuary is on the north-east corner. Park 
on Centre St. Another route is to take Hwy. #20 east, turn left on 
North Pelham Road (7.9 miles past Bismark), right on Metier and pro¬ 
ceed to Centre St. 


OTHER EVENTS OF I NTERES T TO NATURALIST S 
EVENTS AT-I-THE R.B.G. 

For further information and registration, contact the R.B.G. Headquarters at 
527-1158. 

Identification and Enjoyment of Autumn Flowering Plants 

Walk through the upper I-Iendrie Valley to enjoy the splendid masses of autumn 
flowering plants. Wildflower field guide books suggested; checklist will be 
provided. Call Headquarters for recommended field guide titles. Saturday, 
September 23 at 9:30 a.m. at the Lambs Hollow parking area. Mr. John Lamoureux. 
Ferns and Fer n Allies 

A short course on the life histories, identification and ecology of native 
ferns and fern allies. Indoor lectures alternate with field studies. The 
final session, includes a bus trip to Norfolk County. Required text will be 
The Fern Guide by E.T. Wherry. Thursday, September 14,21 & 28 at 7:30 p.m. 
at Headquarters; Saturdays, at 9:30 a.m. September 16 and 23 field sites to be 
announced; and Saturday September 30 at 8:30 a.m. meet at Headquarters. Bring 
a lunch for 5ihe last session. Register by September 8. Maximum 30, minimum 8. 
Fee - $7,00 for members, $9.00 for non-members.(less $3,00 if you provide your 
own text). Dr. James Pringle. 

Mushrooming in Norfolk County 

A popular short course on the identification, ecology and edibility of mushrooms. 
Included is a collecting field trip on Saturday, September 30 at 8:30 a.m. by bus 




0 fcher Events of Interest to Naturalists 
Events at the R.B.G. (continued ) 

to the Hamilton Naturalists' Club’s Spooky Hollow Sanctuary, and to the refores¬ 
tation areas near St. Williams, Followed by a choice of ONE of two laboratory 
sessions on Monday, October 2 or Tuesday, October 3 at 7 1 30 p.m. Meet at 
Headquarters and bring a lunch and a basket. Register by September 23. Maximum 
30, Fee - $3.00 for members, $4.CO for non-members. Dr. Peter Rice. 

Sunday Morning Bird Walks 

Field study of migrating shorebirds, warblers and other autumn birds of Cootes 
Paradise. Sunday September 17 at 7:30 a.m. at the parking lot near the atnletic 
field, McMaster University and September 24 at 7:30 a.m. at the Nature Centre. 

Dr. James Pringle. 

Bird Banding Demonstration 

Enjoy this unique opportunity to see and photograph birds at close range. A 
slide presentation and outdoor demonstration of the techniques of trapping and 
banding somg birds, Saturday, October 21 at 5:00 a.m. meet at the Nature Centre. 
Register by October 14, Maximum 15. Mr. Len Simser. 

Camper's Cookbook 

A field, study of plants which are edible, including wild fruits and vegetables 
that could supplement the camper's provisions or be used as emergency food. The 
sessions will include preparation of some of the materials collecteo. Particular 
emphasis will be placed on sampling wild plants with ecological discretion. 
Thursday, October 19 at 9:30 a.m, at the Children's Garden. Register by 
September 21. Maximum 25, Fee $2,CO for members. $3,00 .for non-members. Mj. . 
Lynn Dennis and Mr, Jack Lord. 


EVENTS AT THE DUNDAS VALLEY CONSERVATION AREA 


Fall 

Bird Mig 

ration: 


Meet 

at the ! 

Fall 

Flowers: 

Satun 


Meet 

at the ] 

Hiking the Hi 

11top: 


A fall walk 


Authority Of 

Fall 

IJildf lowers: Si 


Saturday & Sunday, September 9 & 10 ,1973 at lo:00 a.m, 
)undas Valley Trail Centre - 2 hours 
lay & Sunday, September 9 & 10, 1970 at 2:00 p.m. 

)undas Valley Trail Centre - 2 hours, 

Saturday & Sunday Sept. 10 &. 17 ,197C at 10;CO A.M, 

-nr 3 or 4 hours in the Dundas Valley, Meet at the 


the Dundas Valley Trail Centre. Pack a cool drink. 


F all Colour Hike : Saturday to Monday Oct, 7,G,5, 197C at 2;0w p.m. 

Meet ar the Dundas Valley Trail Centre 
Moonlight Hike ; Saturday &. Sunday, Oct. 7 & 3, 197C at 8:00 p.m. 

Meet at the Dundas Valley Trail Centre. Bring your own hot dogs. 

Old Field Succes s ion Hike : Saturday & Sunday, Oct. 21 & 22, 1978, 10:00 a.m.(Sat.) 
and 2:00 p.m. (Sat. & Sun.). Meet at the Dundas Valley Trail Centre. 


SATURD AY. SEPT EMBER 50. 1978 at 9:00 A.M. 

Crieff Bos Outings. Fletcher Creek, the newest of our Sanctuaries, will 
be the subject of this excursion. Meet at the Ministry of Transportation 
and Communications Maintenance Yard at Peter's Corners (Hwy. 52 & 8). 
Don't forget your lunch and rubber boots. 

Leader: Paul Eagles (519) 658-6021 


* * * * 
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MEW PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 


GEOLOGY 

Anyone interested in Ontario's rocks, minerals, and geology may obtain free an 
updated publication entitled "Rocks and Minerals'- Information 1970" by contac- 
ting E.B, Freeman, Geoscience Information Office, Ontario Geological Survey,MNR, 
Gth floor, 77 Grenville St,, Toronto, Ontario M5S 1B3 (phone 416 965-4641) 

BOT ANY 

A book entitled "The Rare Vascular Plants of Ontario" has been published listing 
the botanical name, range and status of each plant. Anyone desiring a copy may 
send their request to the Botany Division, National Museum of Natural Sciences, 
Ottawa, Ont.KlA 0M8 

BIRDS 

THE FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE has issued a new list of birds protected by federal 
law under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, including all species covered by treaties 
with Canada, Mexico and Japan. The list appeared in the Federal Register on 16 
November 1977. Copies may be obtained from the Division of Lav? Enforcement, U.S, 
FWS, Washington D.C, 20240. 

FOR THE TRAVELLING BIRDER 

A new book entitled "A Guide to North American Bird Clubs" by Jon E„ Riclcert is 
now available listing complete information on over 835 bird clubs all over North 
America - favorite birding areas, locator maps, phone numbers of local birding 
contacts, club meetings and membership information, local guides and publications, 
rare bird alerts - 575 pages. If anyone is interested, copies may be obtained 
by sending $11,25 plus ,90<; postage ($10.00 plus ,75<? US Funds) to Avian Publi¬ 
cations Inc,, P.O.Box 310, Elizabethtown, Kentucky 42701 (phone 502 769-1377),, 


$17,000 RAISED IN BAILLIE BIRDATHON 

More than 100 birders put their knowledge to good effect in raising 
about $17,000 in the 1978 Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Count (Baillie Birdathon) 
held at several locations around Ontario in the two weeks April 22-May 7. The 
birdathon got off to a good start with the primary count at Long Point on Satur¬ 
day April 22, where about $13,000 was raised. 

As well as the Lond Point count, several naturalist's clubs sponsored 
the Baillie Birdathon in their own areas and shared in the proceeds, along 
with the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund for Bird Research and Preservation 
and the Long Point Bird Observatory. Such clubs were the Ottawa Field Natur¬ 
alists' Club (with participation by members of the Macoun Field Club), the 
Toronto Field Naturalists' Club, the Midland-Penetang Field Naturalists' Club 
(with the Brereton Field Naturalists also taking part), and the Saugeen Field 
Naturalists, 

The sixty sponsored birders in the Long Point Baillie Birdathon 
recorded 134 species in the 24-hour count period, Alan Wormington had the 
highest individual count with 114 species, Clive Goodwin, author of the 
Ontario Naturalist Bird Report, was the most highly sponsored participant 
with 183 sponsors and total pledges of more than $34 per species. He worked 
hard to see 93 species and raised $3,200. Other heavily sponsored partici¬ 
pants were Ricky Dunn, Ontario Bird Feeder Survey organizer, who recorded 92 
species and raised $1,800, and Gerald McKeating of the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, who also saw 92 species and raised over $1,000, Among the under 
16-year olds, David Agro did well to see 76 species and raise $200, 

The large and small efforts of many others contributed to the success 
of the 1978 Baillie Birdathon. Representatives of seven naturalist's clubs 
made a particularly significant contribution to the event at Long Point, They 
were; Ross Bateman,Norfolk Field Naturalists' Club; Bruce Duncan,Kitchener- 
Waterloo Field Naturalists' Club; Marshall Field,St. Thomas Field Naturalists' 
Club; Spencer & Helen Inch, Mcllwraith Field Naturalists' Club; Jean Turnbull, 
Stratford Club; Stan Kozak, Guelph Club; and Alan Wormington, Hamilton Club. 
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F. O.M. TRIP PROGRAMME 

Open to members of the F.O.N. and Federated Clubs. To register contact trip 
coordinator, F.O.N., 1262 Don Mills Rd.,Don Mills, Ont. M3B 2X\T7 

LAKE HURON PARKS September 3-10 Cost; $5. 

The Saugeen Naturalist Club hosts a camping weekend with a general naturalist 
theme focusing on two provincial parks located on Lake Huron's east shore. 
Inverhuron Provincial Park, once a prime example of sand dune systems, has had a 
sad history of erosion, overuse and abuse which eventually culminated in the 
closing of the park's camping facilities. McGregor Point Provincial Park, opened 
in 1975 as a substitute recreational area, has an entirely different, but equally 
interesting type of Lake Huron shoreline habitat. Your leader will be Martin 
Parker, a member of the FON's Executive Committee, President of the Saugeen 
Naturalist Club, and Park Naturalist at McGregor Point. The cost covers regis¬ 
tration only. Participants may either plan to bring their own food and equipment 
and camp overnight at McGregor Point, or they may join for one day only. 

LONG POINT BIRD BANDING September 9-13 Cost: $100. 

Here is your chance to join the Observatory staff in their fall activities. Long 
Point on one of the major flyways of the continent, is spectacular in migration 
time and the Observatory's monitor programme will be in full swing. Participation 
for this outing is limited to 6 people and the group will be spending most of 
their time atcabins on the tip of Long Point, out in Lake Erie, Each day,weather 
permitting, they will go out in boats with the staff and lend a hand with bird 
banding, species identification, and counting. No specialized knowledge is re¬ 
quired, only a keen interest. The cost covers all food, accommodation and 
travel in the Long Point area. 


WILDLIFE HABITAT September 17 Cost; $J . 

Neil Turnbull, a partner in Acme Environmentalists, long time naturalist/land¬ 
scaper, will take a group to two Toronto gardens and a nearby nursery on this 
day. The theme of the trip will be wildlife habitat - specifically, how you can 
plan to incorporate wildlife habitat in even the tiniest garden. Make a sketch 
of your own garden and bring it along. Neil will help you to adapt/design it to 
appeal to wildlife. Meet at 10 a.m. and plan to stay until early afternoon. 
Bring a lunch or a substantial snack. 


PRINCE EDWARD LIGHTHOUSE September 23 


Cost: $8. 


The story of this lighthouse observatory is yet another example of how a small 
dedicated group of people, the Kingston Field Naturalists, have successfully 
worked to prserve a major staging area for migrants from development as a resort. 
Prince Edward Point on Lake Ontario is a magnificent birding area comparable to 
Point Pelee and Long Point. As fall migration begins, you are offered the oppor¬ 
tunity to spend the day here under the leadership of Mike Evans of the Kingston 
Club to witness the migration of hawks and songbirds. In an isolated location, 
a 75 mile drive west of Kingston, there are no services, so bring along lunch and 
come prepared for a chilly wind and some moderately vigorous hiking. Meet at 
9 a.m. 


RED BAY September 29 - October 1 Cost: $5. 

lied Bay,at the south west end of the Bruce Peninsula is a picture in the fall. 
Migration is beginning, some shore birds will probably still be around, late wild 
flowers like the fringed gentian will be set off by the colorful foliage. Dr. 
Peter Peach,President of the FON and an extremely able(and entertaining) natur¬ 
alist leads a weekend trip to consider and enjoy all aspects of the natural 
history of the Bruce. (cont'd on page 8 at bottom) 
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BIRD STUD Y COURSE FOR NATURALI STS 

This fall, SHERIDAN COLLEGE, OAKVILLE, is again offering a twelve week night 
course entitled: 

BIRD STUDY II (Intermediate to Advanced ) Cour se Code; EXT 1153, 

' ’ : Instructor: Rosemary Gaymer 

This course will be suitable for those who consider their own knowledge 
of bird identification to be at the intermediate level or above, and who have 
some understanding of birds beyond basic identification. People who have not 
previously attended the basic course (Bird Study I) will be just as welcome as 
those who have, and will not find themselves at a disadvantage so long as they 
are not absolute beginners. 

(Newcomers will receive extra handout material to match that already in 
the possession of those who have attended the basic course.) 

The course will be fun rather than formal - but you will learn a lot. 

The txtfelve evening sessions will be augmented by at least two field trips, 
prdbably more. 

Sessions will be varied in format, involving more participation than 
lectures, with workshops, regular quizzes, and project (at the individual's 
own level and choice). There will be a strong emphasis on the development of 
each participant's identification skills and observation. Interwoven with all 
sessions will be more advanced general knowledge about bird form and function, 
behaviour, distribution, migration, etcetera. 

(The basic course will not be offered this year, but will be scheduled 
again in Fall, 1979.) 

Place ; Main Campus, Trafalgar Road,Oakville 

Time ; 7;30 p,m. Please note the starting time, which is specially 

arranged to make it easier for those people who have 
to travel quite long distances to the Oakville Campus, 
The course is now 12 weeks,to compensate for shorter 

: hours. 

Starting Date ; Wednesday , September 27, 1978 

Fee ; $40.00 (less $5,00 for those who are paid up members of 

--South Peel Naturalists' Club 

- Toronto Field Naturalists' Club 

- Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

- Halton Field Naturalists) 

For further information about Registration, please contact; 

CONTINUING EDUCATION DIVISION 

Sheridan College, 1430 Trafalgar Road, Oakville L6I-I 2L1 
Telephones - 845-9430(Qjakville) 823-9730 (Clarkson) 632-7081 (Burlington) 


HELP NEEDED FOR BIRD MIGRATION MONITORING PROJECT 

"Some assistance from club members is needed for a migration monitoring 
project involving determining numbers, species, ages, etc,, of birds killed at 
a tower in the Hamilton area. Volunteers would be asked to collect the birds at 
the site early in the mornings and later determine the composition of the kill. 
This should be an interesting project and the information obtained will be 
used in conjunction with similarly obtained data from other areas of Ontario to 
get some sort of picture of the migration of certain species. Your assistance 
on one or several mornings would be appreciated. 

For more information inquire at the September meeting or contact Bruce Duncan, 

Box 512, Caledonia, (765-3322)." _ 

Red Bay - (cont'd from page 7) 

The trip begins Sat. morning and ends Sun. afternoon. If possible plan to 
stay at Red Bay Lodge Fri. and Sat. nights. Rates are reasonable -$20/day incl. meals. 
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Hamilton Naturalists' Club 


Financial Statements for Year Ended April 30,1970 


General Fund 


Bank balance at April 30, 1977 


$ 67.30 


Receipts 

Fees 

Sanctuary donations received 
Badge sales 
Bird list sales 
Other income 

Transferred from Reserve Fund 
Total receipts 
Total to he accounted for 


$1,421.00 

398.00 

14.35 

6.00 

490.51 

1,250.00 


3,579.86 

$3,647.16 


Disbursements 

Hood Duck 

Monthly Meetings 

Postage, stationery, supplies 

Affiliation dues 

Sanctuary taxes 

Legal fees 

Equipment purchases and repairs 
program printing 

Other expenses - telephone, bank 
chargeq,etc. 

Total disbursements 


870.91 

422.00 

322.26 

331.00 

273.28 

270.00 

601.05 

203.73 

on on 
OO . Uu 

3,382,31 


Balance at April 30, 1978 


$ 264.05 


Balance in Bank of Commerce as of April 30, 1978 
Cash and cheques to be deposited 


$ 40.85 

216.00 


Total 


$■ 264.85 


"WILLIAM J. SCHLATTER, TREASURER" 
(continued on page 10) 


FIRE FLOWERS 

. .. . by E. Pauline Johnson 

And only where the forest fires have sped, 

Scorching relentlessly the cool north lands, 

A sweet wild flower lifts its purple head, 

And, like some gentle spirit sorrow-fed, 

It hides the scars with almost human hands. 

********* 

EXCHANGE PUBLICATIONS: Our Club receives a large number of exchange publications 
fronTother clubs across Ont. & Canada. Current copies are displayed at the indoor 
meetings and are available for members to borrow. Feel free to look them over. 




Bank balance at April 30,1977 
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Sanctuary Fund 


$ 7,970.54 


Receipts 

Interest 

Certificates of deposit cashed 
Tax rebates 
fotal receipts 
Total to account for 


$ 6,806.27 
24,000.00 
41.15 


30,047.42 

$30,817.96 


Disbursements 

: Certificates of deposit 
To Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority, re Crieff Bog 
To Nature Conservancy of Canada 
re Kennedy Proper ty 
Total disbursements 
Bank balance at April 30, 1978 

Marketable Securities 

Canada Permanent Mortgage Corp,, 

107» June 7,1979, certificate 
Bell Canada, 5%7<>, Series W, 

June 15, 1984, face $2,000, mkt. 82 
Ontario Hydro, 5%% July 15, 1980, 
face $2,000, mkt. 92 
Ontario Hydro, 5%7o, Feb. 15, 1981, 
face $1,000, mkt,, 90 
Prov, of Ontario, 5%7» Aug. 15, 1979, 
face $2,000, mkt,, 95 
Huron and Erie, 97>, Sept. 1,1978, 
Certificate #11-125002-9 
Canada Trust Certificate of Deposit, 
0^7o, due July 24, 1973 
Nos. 107,348-107,350, 107,352-107,359 
Total securities 


$ 6,000.00 
21,250.00 
7,750.00 

35,000.00 
$ 3,817,96 

$10,000,00 

1,640,00 

1,840.00 

900,00 

1,900.00 

3,000.00 

55,000,00 

74,280.00 


Total in bank securities 


$78,097.96 


(continued on page 11) 


(the following reprinted from the Victoria Naturalist, Vol. 53(6), Feb/77) 

THE MONARCH 

by Michele Askey 

A monarch is a mysterious thing; 

Black dots, yellow dots, wing to wing. 

Some monarchs are free, 

Sipping apricot nectar; 

Some poor and helpless 
Belonging to collectors. 

A monarch is never lonely 

'Cause he travels with his friends. 

Some people say 

He's got a life that never ends. 

Flutter, flutter, no fuss, no sputter. 

Oh my, it's beginning to rain - 
Good-bye, monarch, see you again. 
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Endowment Fund 


Bank balance at April 30, 1977 


$ 129,32 


P.eceipts 

Interest 100,63 

Bank balance at April 30, 197G $ 229,95 

Debenture Canada Trust Co,, 97o, May 1,1902 2. ,000,00 

Total in bank and securities $2,229,95 


Reserve Fund 

Bank balance at April 30, 1977 $3,569.10 

Receipts 

Merriott Estate contribution $ 307,50 

Interest 540.31 

Total receipts 847 .01 

Total to account for $4,416.91 

Disbursements 

To General Funds 1,25 0.00 

Bank balance at April 30, 1970 $3,166.91 

Canada Trust certificate of deposit, 

due July 24, 1970 - #107360 5,000,00 

Total in bank and certificate of deposit $0,166.91 


Not es on Transfer of Funds 
Transfer to be made to Sanctuary 

Fund from General Fund for Sanctuary donations received $398.00 
Less sanctuary taxes paid out of General Fund 273.28 
Net to be transferred to Sanctuary Fund $124,72 


Transfer to be made to General Fund from Endowment Fund 

Tor annual expenses of life members $130.00 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

If you have recently moved or are planning to move, please 
drop a line to the Club with your new address. This will 
save you some missed copies of the WOOD DUCK and will save 
the Club the added expense of remailing returned copies. 
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"MILKWEED" BUTTERFLY-the! MONARCH 


Unlike its pale relative preoccupied with cabbages, the regal orange 
Monarch is admired and welcomed in fields and gardens across much of North 
America, especially in late summer at the peak of its abundance. 

The Monarch's evident success in the struggle for survival is partly 
the result of a prudent choice of food plant. Feeding exclusively upon bitter 
milkweeds, it meets little competition from other herbivores. In addition, 
milkweeds contain heart poisons known as cardenolides and although the adult 
butterfly feeds only on nectar of flowers, its tissues retain large amounts of 
the poisons accumulated during the larval stage. Apparently this repels most 
predators. Experiments show that birds studiously avoid them though a generation 
of Monarchs reared (with great difficulty) on an exclusive diet of cabbage were 
relished. 

Another factor in the Monarch's favor is its powers of flight. Cruising 
at 10 mph, in bursts it can achieve speeds up to 30 mph and although the limits 
of its range are unknown, it has been recorded hundreds of miles off shore in 
the Atlantic and Pacific. Whether by ocean crossing or other means it occurs 
in distant places from Western Europe and the Azores to Formosa and the Andaman 
Islands. At home its migration is equally spectacular. An individual banded 
at Toronto, Canada was recovered at Catorce, Mexico, 1,070 miles away. Begin¬ 
ning in mid-September, great numbers move in a double stream from the northwest 
coastal area s to southern California and from the northeast and midwest to 
Florida and the Texas Gulf coast. 

Returnees usually do not complete the circuit but they breed along the 
way and the trip is completed by offspring that reach the northern states to 
breed, in turn, in early June, Females lay up to 400 eggs about the size of 
pin heads usually on the tender growing tip3 of young milkweed plants. 

Eggs hatch in 3-12 days depending on the weather and the boldly marked 
larvae grow rapidly reaching full size in 12-14 days. A six-pound baby growing 
at the same rate would be 40 feet tall and weigh 0 tons when two weeks old. 

In another 10-14 days the adult emerges from its gold-studded chrysalis and the 
cycle begins again. 

It is a interesting project to collect some caterpillars and study 
their development. A secure, airy container and a daily supply of fresh milk¬ 
weed is all that is needed. However, even in captivity patience is required 
to learn the secrets of the Monarch and to observe the critical moments of 
its development such as molting, transition to chrysalis, and emergence as an 
adult. 

The captive Monarch may accept a forefinger as a resting place as its 
wings dry or as a launching pad at the time of release, but farewell is a 
moment of mixed emotions, especially for children who are reluctant to exchange 
its beauty for its liberty. During the ritual of release you may want to 
identify yourMonarch as lord or lady. The male displays a brighter color 
and a black spot (scent gland) on an upper vein of each hind wing. 

(reprinted from Kalamazoo Nature Centre News, #94, Aug,/75) 


TRAVELOGUES 

AUSTRALIA NEW ZEALAND 

Phyllis Vair and Hazel Broker will present two travelogues this fall 
giving the highlights of their five—month tour to the South Pacific. These will 
be sponsored by Unit 6 of the Westdale United Church W.A. 

Where? Westdale United Church, corner of Paisley Ave. N. & North Oval, 
Hamilton, Ont. Time? 8;00 p.m. 

Australia - Wednesday, September 27 Tickets Adults - $1.00 

New Zealand - Wednesday, November 1 Students - .50 
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RARE KIRTLAND'S W ARB LER IDENTIFIED IN QUEB EC 

A Kirtland's Warbler, one of North America's rare and endangered 
bird species, was netted recently in the Gatineau Valley in order to read 
its band number and released unharmed. The Canadian Wildlife Service of 
Environment Canada reports that this is the first confirmed record of a 
Kirtland's Warbler in Quebec. 

The bird, a lone singing male, was found by a search team organized 
by the Faculty of Forestry and Landscape Architecture of the University of 
Toronto, and assisted by members of the Province of Quebec Society for the 
Protection of Birds as well as the National Museums of Canada. Last year the 
same University of Toronto search team, headed by Professor Paul Aird, found 
a male Kirtland 's Warbler near Petawawa, Ontario. These are the only two 
confirmed sightings of this rare species in Canada since 1967. 

The Canadian Wildlife Service, which is responsible for the protection 
of migratory birds, arranged to have the warbler netted. 

The captured warbler had been banded as a juvenile four years ago 
near Grayling, Michigan, by Dr. Larry Wallcinshaw xtfith the U.S. Government's 
Kirtland's Warbler Recovery Team. The Recovery Team has an active program of 
habitat management and research underway in Michigan to help maintain this 
endangered species, 

Michigan is the only known nesting ground for the Kirtland's Warbler, 
which migrates to and from the Bahamas, The Quebec capture is the first known 
case of a Michigan-born bird singing on territory outside of that State. This 
suggests that the species may not be as restricted in its choice of breeding 
sites as has been believed so far. 

Professor Aird, the Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of 
Birds, the Club des Ornitholoques de Quebec, and the Canadian Wildlife Service 
are now conducting a search for other individuals of this species in Quebec. 

As a result of last year's sighting near Petawawa, the Ontario Ministry 
of Natural Resources is coordinating a search of selected jack pine forests 
between Ottawa and Georgian Bay. Cooperating organizations include the 
Canadian Wildlife Service, the P,oyal Ontario Museum, and the University of 
Toronto. 

The Kirtland's Warbler (Dendroica kirtlandii), with its clear 
yellow breast and black streaking on its sides, has a more pronounced song 
than other warblers found in the region. 

The world population is estimated as at less than 500 adult birds. 
Government and university research is aimed at ensuring the continued survival 
of this unique species. 

(Environment Canada News Release - 70 June 13) 


WATCH FOR MARKED SHORE BIRDS 

THE CANADIAN WILDLIFE SERVICE continued an extensive program 
of banding and color marking shorebirds in James Bay in 1977, with 
the objective of defining migration routes between the Arctic breed¬ 
ing grounds and wintering areas. Feather dyes and colored leg bands 
were used. If you see a marked shorebird, please record details of 
species, place, date, color marks, and if possible, numbers of other 
shorebirds present. For color-dyed birds, please record color and 
area of bird marked. For color and standard bands, record which leg 
was banded, colors involved and relative positions of the bands, and 
whether above or below the knee. Send reports to R. I. G. Morrison, 
Canadian Wildlife Service, 2721 Highway 31, Ottawa, Ont. K1A 0E7. 
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THE WOOD DUCK 

The WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Nat¬ 
uralists' Club and is produced by volunteer members of the Club. The 
WOOD DUCK is published 9 times yearly from September to May inclusive 
and is mailed free to members. Contributions for publication are most 
welcome and should be addressed to the Editor, 259 Eusfcon Rd,Burling¬ 
ton, Ont. L7L 4V8. Deadline for receipt of material is the first of 
the month preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted with¬ 
out permission but credit lines would be appreciated. Noteworthy Bird 
Records should be sent to George North, 857 Eagle Dr, Burlington,Ont. 
L7T 3A3. 





























